Extract from a Tablet of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Make every effort to acquire the advanced knowledge of the day, and strain every nerve to carry
forward the divine civilization. Establish schools that are well organized, and promote the
fundamentals of instruction in the various branches of knowledge through teachers who are pure
and sanctified, distinguished for their high standards of conduct and general excellence, and strong
in faith—scholars and educators with a thorough knowledge of sciences and arts.

It is incumbent upon the exalted body of the Hands of the Cause of God to watch over and
protect these schools in every way, and see to their requirements, so that all the means of
progress will continually be at hand, and the lights of learning will illumine the whole world.

Included must be promotion of the arts, the discovery of new wonders, the expansion of trade,
and the development of industry. The methods of civilization and the beautification of the country
must also be encouraged; and also to be inculcated is absolute obedience to the Government and
total avoidance of any trace of sedition.

—‘Abdu’l-Baha
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