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Extract from a Tablet of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

As to Mr. Robert,1 the news of his ascension saddened the hearts. He was in truth most devoted.
Gracious God! What a shining candle was lighted within that black-coloured lamp. Praise be to
God that this candle ascended from its earthly lamp unto the immortal Kingdom, to gleam and
shine in the assemblage of heaven. Praise be to God that ye adorned his blessed finger with the
ring bearing the inscription “I came forth from God, and return unto Him”.2 This too is a proof of
his devotion; with his last breath he was aided to say “Alláh-u-Abhá” and stir thereby the hearts
of those present.

O Thou Provider, O Thou Forgiver! Exalt dearly loved Robert in Thy Kingdom and, in the
garden of the Abhá Paradise, make him an intimate of the birds of the meadow. O All-Knowing
God! While that innocent soul was black in colour, he was, like unto the black pupil of the eye, a
source of radiant light.

O Thou Forgiving Lord! Enable that yearning soul to behold Thee and cause that thirsty one to
drink his fill of the water of life. Thou art the Bestower, the Pardoner, the Loving.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

Robert Turner. ↩
Kitáb-i-Aqdas, paragraph 129. ↩
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