
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARIAT

21 May 1998

To selected National Spiritual Assemblies

Dear Bahá’í Friends,

The Universal House of Justice has asked us to share with you the enclosed Persian original
and English translation of an extraordinary verdict handed down by Court of Appeals Number
Eight for the Province of Khurásán, 18 September 1997, against two members of the Iranian Bahá’í
community, Mr. Jamáli’d-Dín Ḥájípúr and Mr. Manṣur Mihrábí. Both defendants had appealed
against sentences passed on them by the Revolutionary Court Number One in Bírjand, Iran, which
had sentenced each of them to two years imprisonment and the confiscation of property. The
appeals court upheld the decisions of the lower court. This document is being sent so that you
may share it with your government and draw attention to those statements that indicate the
atmosphere in which the Bahá’ís of Iran live.

As with many other judgments by Iranian courts, the document provides further evidence that
members of the Bahá’í Faith in Iran are being arrested and condemned solely because of their
membership in what is described as “the wayward Bahá’í sect.” The statement in the verdict that
“Bahá’ísm is recognized as an illegal organization” makes a mockery of the Iranian regime’s claim
that Bahá’ís nevertheless retain their rights to the observance of their religious beliefs. Charges
brought against the defendants mention that they have “regularly been holding Bahá’í Feasts and
meetings on ‘Bahá’í Life,’” adducing such activities as evidence of criminal behavior, including
“espionage” for the state of Israel.

What is startling in the text of the judgment, however, is that it also accepts as evidence of
illegal activity such actions of the two defendants as holding classes for Bahá’í youth in,
respectively, English language studies and science and technology. The charges note, without
apparent embarrassment on the part of the Iranian judicial authorities, that the two convicted
persons carried out these activities “with the intention of improving the standard of education of
Bahá’í students and their families.” The context in which the behavior of the defendants has to be
seen derives, of course, from the fact that the Iranian regime has arbitrarily excluded Bahá’í
students from higher education solely on grounds of their religious affiliation.

That senior Bahá’ís like the two defendants have been free to offer their services in this
regard is, of course, the result of their having been dismissed—again solely on grounds of their
religious affiliation—from their employment. The charges upheld by the appeals court leave no
doubt on this point, noting in passing that Mr. Mihrábí had been dismissed from his position “as a
result of the cleansing procedures.”

It will be apparent to your National Assembly that the persecution of Messrs. Ḥájípúr and
Mihrábí is part and parcel of the continuing attempt to suffocate the spiritual and community life
of the Iranian believers, as called for in the secret memorandum endorsed by the Iranian Head of
State, Ayatollah Khamenei, a copy of which was submitted to the United Nations Human Rights
Commission by its Special Representative, Professor Reynaldo Galindo Pohl.

The general issue of the protection of the civil rights of the members of the Iranian Bahá’í
community is under close and continuing scrutiny by the United Nations, the General Assembly
having adopted, on 12 December 1997, a Resolution (52/142) calling unambiguously for the
government of Iran to “implement fully the conclusions and recommendations of the Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on religious intolerance relating to the Bahá’ís …
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until they are completely emancipated.” Those recommendations included the restoration of the
Bahá’í community’s rights in the administration of its affairs and the rights of its youth to
education.…

With loving Bahá’í greetings,

Department of the Secretariat
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